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as-Shardt (4), he gained a great name by the expedition which he made to an-
Nukaib (5),    This was in the year 306 (A. D. 919); a large band had assembled to
intercept the pilgrim-caravan, but Abu Bakr marched against them, slew some, took
others prisoners, put the rest to flight, and delivered the caravan.    A female attached
to the palace of the khalif al-Muktadir billah, and known by the name of Ajuz,
happened to make the pilgrimage that year, and, on her return, she related to al-
Muktadir what she had witnessed of Abu Bakr's (intrepid conduct).   This account
induce,d the khalif to send him a pelisse of honour and increase his pay.   Abu Bakr
remained with Tikin till the year 316 (A. D. 928-9), when he left him for a reason
too long to be exposed here.   He then proceeded to Ramla and received letters from
al-Muktadir, constituting him governor of that city.    He remained in this post till
the year 318, when al-Muktadir sent him his nomination as governor of Damascus.
He continued at Damascus till the month of Ramadan, A. H. 321 (August-September,
A. D. 933), when (the khalif) al-Kahir billah appointed him governor of Egypt.
During thirty-two days, the prayer was offered up for him in Egypt (as governor), but
he had not yet entered it, when al-Kahir nominated Abu '1-Abbas Ahmad Ibn
Kaieghligh governor of that province for the second time.   This appointment took
place on the 9th of Shawwal, A, H. 321.   Abu Bakr Muhammad al-Ikhshid was
restored to the government of Egypt by ar-Radi billah, the son of al-Muktadir, on
the deposition of his uncle al-Kahir; and he received from him besides, the command
of Syria, Mesopotamia, al-Haramain (Mekka and Medina) and other places.   He
entered Egypt on Wednesday, the 23rd of Ramadan, A. H. 323 (26th August,
A. D. 935).   It is said, however, by some, that, till the death of ar-Radi, in 329,
he possessed only the government of Egypt; Syria, Hij&z, and the other provinces
having been then placed under his orders by al-Muttaki lillah, the brother and
successor of ar-Radi.   In the month of Ramadte, 327 (June-July, A. D. 939),
ar-Ra&i granted to him the title <*f aUkhshtd because he dftfcw his descend from the
kings ofi J?argbina,,a circumstance which we have, already noticed towards the
commeneasmeiit of this article,; Ikhshid was,the title borne by these sovereigns; it
signifies kfyjfsof kitigs (6); /;It;,was;tlius th$y gav% to|Tbe king of Persia the title of lisra
(GkQ$FQ6$}> $ tie kSjbg^of^Ji^ $wfo t&aitof KMk&ivto the/king of the Rojnans tihat t
of K^^;(i(/^wji,to th#vMflg o|:.|5yHa4h4tfpf fieracl (H$ra$liu$}, to the king of
""     w;';aat.oiTj>Jiba, tot,lhe king^f Abyssima that of jan-Waj&shi, etc, (7)* ,. itais^is
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